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| have attempted to propagate! their Principles a- 
wong you, What 1 apprehended was, this ſome 8 
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Proteſtant DissenTERs 
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NORTH of IRELAND, 
"called SECEDERS. 


Chriſtian Brethren, 
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I have entertained concerning you, eyet ſince 
ſome Teachers from Scotland, called 'Seceders, 
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| Occafioned by fome Tracurns from wle, 


S I ſincerely defire your Hupibeb, JE 


that you may be an Ornament to the 
Chriſtian Name, and true Friends to 
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your Country; I cannot but expreſs the Fears, 


" 
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of you would become Proſelytes to theſe Men; 
which I am perſuaded would be no Advantage 
to ſuch Proſelytes; but would on the contrary 
hurt them as Chriſtians, by filling them with 


Wrath and Uncharitableneſs towards their Bre- 


thren, and at the ſame Time create in them 
DiſaffeAion- to the preſent Government. In- 
deed; I never had the leaſt Suſpicion, that the 


greater Part of you would be impoſed upon by 
the low Arts of the Seceders, But I doubted 
ſome would be gained over to their Intereſt: 


And that the whole Body of Proteſtant Diſ- 


ſenters might ſuffer through them: For ſcarce 
any thing is more common than to impute to 
a Body ot Men the Extravagancies of a Part of 


them. I know this is injurious and unfair. 
But ſince it may — it is wiſe to Provide 


againſt it, EE x Re 1 Ax x 


1 EX # > X. 


1.0 Tr is well known, that the e kate : 
to the old Solemn League and Covenant, In 


their Pape: entitled, 4d, Declaration and Teſti- 


mony, VC, p. 101, © They aſſert its perpetual 
% Obligation for Maintaining and carrying on 


« a Work of Reformation in the three King- 


„. doms.” What this means ſhall be ſhewn 
afterwards. In the mean Time I cannot but 
obſerye, that whoever adheres to every Thing 
in that Covenant, cannot be a true Friend to 
the preſent Government. To make out this, 

I will give you a ſhort Account of the Ori- 
gin and Nature of the Salemg League and Co- 
Vvenant. | aſſure you that I will, to the ut- 


me of my N at the Facts, whit . 
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hall mention, in a juſt Light, having, no In- 
clination to miſrepreſent them, or the Authors 
ol them. | Ae 


© 1. hf Kix James the Firſt, while in Scotland; 
profeſſed a great Zeal for the Presbyterian 
Church eſtabliſhed there. Bur ſoon after he 


— 


went to England, he diſcovered an Averſion to 
the Church of Scotland, and formed a Deſign 
to Model it in a great Meaſure, after the Con- 


ſtitution of the Church of England. This he 


did without the Conſent of the Church of 
Scotland; nay, in direct Oppoſition to his own: -- 


repeated Promiſes, and the general ſenſe of the 
Scots Nation. However, he could not fully 
Earry his Scheme into Execution. 


IP Kine Charles the Firſt followed the Steps 
of his Father, and as he was generally under 
the Influence! of. the worſt Counſels, reſolved 


to perfect what his Father had left unfiniſhed: 


He endeavoured in a Violent manner to over- 
turn the whole Conſtitution of the Church of 
Scotland, and to impoſe on the Scots, whatever 
canons, and Forms of Worſhip were agree- 
able to Archbiſhop Laud, who was the moſt 


OQutragious Perſecutor that appeared in England 


ſince the Times of Popery. The Scots Witli 
great Zeal defended their Conſtitution, and forc- 
ed the King to quit his Enterprize. Ky 


| Azour this Lime King Charles called an 


Engliſh Parliament, which he was conſtrained 


to do by the perplexing Difficulties, into Which 
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tereſt, but the real Friends of Britiſh Liberty 
generally eſpouſed that of the Parliament. Af- 


(- 6+ 5 
he had thrown himſelf by his ted Ads 
miniſtration. : Ir is not my Intention to give a 


Detail of the 1 between the 
King and this Parliament, 
ended in a bloody civil War: A Part of the 


ich at length 


Nation endeavoured to ſupport the King's In- 


ter ſome Time the Parliament's Affairs were 
in ſluch a Situation, that they were obliged to 


; apply to the Scots for Aſſiſtance. The Scots 
readily promiſed them Aſſiſtance on Condition, 


that the two Nations would enter into a per- 


being formed in Scotland, was 
Tondon, where, with a few An 
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petual Covenant for themſelves and their Poſteri. 


J 79, that all Things ſhould be done in the Church 


of God according to his Will. This Covenant 
FA ſent to 


paſſed the Aſſembly of Divines at 
and hoth Houſes of Parliament. It wagenticled, 


% A Solemn League and Covenant fl Refor- 


. mation and Defence of Religion, &c. in the 


« e. 


three . of 1 RE and 
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be would ſwell this Tamer to too great 


a Size to inſert in it the whole Covenant, 
\ I need only obſerve, that they, who took it, 


engaged in the molt folemn manner, That 


« they would endeavour the Preſervation of the 
&« reformed Religion! in the Church of Scotland 

in Doctrine, Worſhip, -Diſcipline and Go- 
cc vernment, the Reformation of Religion in | 


. the Kingdoms ot Saga!) and e in 
3 1 92 , | $6 riney 


_ 


eats,” irt 
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« Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Governs- 7 

„ ment according to the Word of God, and R_ 
the Example of the beſt Reformed Churches © 
and would endeavour to bring the Church 

“ of God in;the three Kingdoms to the neareſt 

. & Conjunction and Uniformity in Religion, &c.“ 

At the ſame Time they engaged to . endeavour 

„ the Extirpation of whatever ſhould be found 

* to be contrary to ſound” Doctrine.“ The 
meaning is, that they would not only judge 

and determine for themſelves, but alſo for Po- 

ſterity, what was agrecable to God's Word: 

ſo that -Poſteritys had no more to do in Order 

to be acquainted with the Faith once delivered 

10 the Saints in the holy Scriptures, than to 

know the Principles of the Covenanters / For 

they made expreſs mention of their Poſterityj; 

and agreeatiy hereto, the 'Seceders affirm, that 

the Covenant is of perpetual Obligation, 


Many Remarks might be made on this ex- 

. traordinary Tranſaction; but I ſhall only ob- 

- ſerve, that the Covenant was intended to intro- 
duce an Excluſive Eſtabliſnment into theſe King- 
doms; I mean, ſuch an Eſtabliſhment of Re- 
ligion, as would deprive all Diſſenters from it, 
every the moſt peaceable and conſcientious, of - 
a Toleration. The Words of the Covenant, 
« Bringing the Church of God in the "three © 
„Kingdoms to the neareſt Conjunction and 
t Unitormity, and the Extirpation of wharſo- 
| *©-ever ſhould be found to be contrary to ſound 
Doctrine, evidently bear this Senſe. But 
if this ſhould not be admitted, the known 
l | : 7 Practice 
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Þraftice of thoſe, who took: the Covenant; 


founded upon it, cannot be We an unfair 
* of it. | 5 


- Now, the Parliament i in eee ene of the 
Gppenant & forbid the Uſe of the common 
6: Prayer-Book i in any Place of Publick Worſhip, 


or in any private Place or Family under. the 
= Penalty of five pounds for the firſt Offence, 


ic ten for the ſecond, and for the third a Vear's 
** Impriſonment.“ Many of the | Biſhops in 
the late Times had been grievous Perſecutors of 
their Fellow Proteſtants. Aud now the Cove- 
nanters perſecuted: in their Turu. Nay; the In- 


dependent Brethren, ſome of whom were Mem- 


bers of the. Meſtminſter Aſſembly, could not 
Hohtain a Toleration more than the Epiſcoplaians, þ 


til Oliver | Cromwel appeared for them. The 


high Presbyteriaus alledged, that granting the 


Independent, a Toleration was not conſiſtent 


with the Covenant. And the Scots alſo inſiſted 


on it, That no Toleration ſhould be grant- 


« ed to any Sets or Schiſms contrary to their . 


ng Solemn League: and Corrs“ 

Fuer Facts ſnew in the: pliineſts pitaner, 
That the Covenant was defigned to be an ex- 
clufive Eſtabliſnment, at eaſt | by the Scots, 


and the more violent Covenanters in England. 


And conſidered in this Light, Ido not fear to 
pronounce it to be unrighteous and tyrannical. 
And I would do the ſame with Reſpect to all other 
Eſtabliſhments of Religion, that are inconſiſtent 


120 nem of Conſcience, which is the Pri- 
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vilege of every Diſciple of Chriſt. For e- 


very Man muſt anſwer for his own Behaviour 


m the Judgment-Sent of the Son of God; 
and therefore muſt have a Right to judge for 


himſelf in Matters of everlaſting Concern, Will 


any fullible Man give me ſatisfactory Evidence, 
that by following him blindly and implicitly 
in Matters of Faith, I ſhall be approved a found 


Believer at the laſt Day? Would ſuch Conduct 
be agreeable to theſe Scripture Directions? 


Search The Scriptures : Prove all Things : Believe 
not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they 


are of Cod. Indeed, if Jeſus Chriſt, the only 


King of his Church, had . a Set ot 
inſallible Expounders of his Reli 


that he has not done: On the contrary he re- 
quires his Followers to ſearch the faithful Re- 
cords of his Religion, that they may perceive 


the Things therein revealed, and that their Faith 


may depend on the Authority of God, and not 
on the Decrees of fallible Men. n 


Ir we quit this Foundation, we ſhall bewil- 


der ourſelves in Matters of everlafting Impor- 


tance. For human Authority hath been a vas 
_ riable, uncertain Thing. Councils have decreed 
againſt Councils; a Set of Divines of one Age 
has determined againſt a Set of Divines of ano- 


ther Age, Amidſt this variety, we will find no 


ſure Ground, whereon' to build our Faith, if 
we do not uſe our Underſtanding in Religion, 


ſearch the Scriptures, and compate what fallible 
Men bave taught, 1 e I 


| gion in it, their 
Explicat ions ſhould have been fubmitted to. But 
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do, according to our Capacities, uſing the beſt 
means of Information afforded us, and ſtill de- 


pending on God for Aſſiſtance. Our Lord has 
promiled, That, if any Man will do the Hill of 
God, he ſpall know of the Doctrine whether it be 
of. God; That is, the upright Inquirer, who de- 


fires. to know God's Will, that he may do it, 
ſhall not only perceive. this important Truth, 
That the Goſpel. is a divine Revelation, but al- 
To diſcern every thing neceſſary to Eternal Life. 
It is inconſiſtent with God's unchangeable Good- 
neſs to forſake one, that ſincerely deſires to know. 


the way of Salvation, that he may walk in it. 


The way of. Holineſs is fo plain, that the May- 
Faring Men, Perſons truly diſpoſed: to walk in it, 
®zhough Fools, or ot weak Capacities, ſpall not. 


err therein... It.is certain, that a Doctrine cannot 


be abſolutely neceſſary to the Salvation of any 
Man, bich that Man, laying aſide Prejudices, 
and faixhfully uſing the means of Informati- 


on in his Power, cannot perceive to be revealed 


in the holy Scriptures. For Faith is not built 
on the Authority of God, when the Doctrine 
aſſented to, is not ſeen to be contained in his 


Word. No Doubt, by hearing the Word 


preached, by Religious Converſation;' and bj 
Reading good Books, one may apprehend many 
Truths, which otherwiſe one would be igno- 
rant of. Theſe Things are our Duty, and they 


are valuable means of Improvement, as they 


dend to enlighten our Underſtandings, and to help 
us ſo ſee with our 'own Eyes what God has 
revealed, that our Faith may ultimately depend 
on his infallible Authority. Thus, our Lord 
9 0 | Dat 


. \ T 2 


a 
4 


without giving any Man, or ſet of Men, a Pow- 
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has provided for the Salvation of his Churchs 


er to lead Chriſtians, blindfold, or by mere hy- 


man Authority in Matters of Religion. 
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' Porery is the moſt monſtrous Corruption of 

- Chriſtianity that ever was: But the Scheme is con- 

ſiſtent with it ſelf, The Church of Rome requires 
an abſolute Submiſſion to her Decrees, bur ſhe 


prerends to be infallible, But that Men owning 


*themſelves to be fallible, or liable ro Miſtakes 


| with Contempt where- ever it is found, _ + 


* 


* 
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(ſhould deny a Toleration in the State, to all thar 
cannot come up to their Standard, this is an 
Abſurdity as ſhocking to an unprejudiced Un- 


derſtanding, as Tranſubſtantiation it ſelf. Iris 


* 


a piece of prieſtly Policy, deſtructive of the na- 


tural Rights of Mankind, and ſhould be treated 
Tavs I have endeavoured to lay before | you 
the Origin and Deſign of the Solemn League 


and Covenant, and have, I think, ſhewn that it, 


and all ſuch excluſive Eſtabliſhments of Religi- 


on, are contrary to the Rights and Liberties of 5 


Men and Chriſtians, who ſhould never be per- 

ſecated for Conſcience ſake, And now I cannot 
but obſerve that the Advocates for the. Cove- 
ant, if they be conſiſtent with themſelves, can- 
not -be Friends to the preſent Government, as 

the Uniformity in Religion, which the Cove- 
nant was deſigned to introduce, does not take. 
Place in theſe Kingdoms, nor indeed in any one 


of them, according to its original Intent. 
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Tuzs is not a bare Suſpicion: For the Seceders, 
in their Ad, Declaration, &9«. p. 47. aſſert that the 
"Oath of Abjuration is one of our publict natiou- 
1 Sins. By this Oath we fr renounce, re- 
| fuſe, and abjure any Obedience or Allegiance | 
tothe Pretender : And ſecondly. we faithfully pro- | 
miſe, to the utmoſt of our Power, to ſupport 
and maintain the Succeſſion of the Crown in 
the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, they being 
Proteſtants. The Seceders complain, that this 
Oath is ſubſtituted in the Room of their Solemn 
national Covenants.; By which they. ſcem to 
= mean, that they will not engage to ſupport 
sad nad defend the Succeſſion of the Crown in the | 
. preſent Royal Family, unleſs his Majeſty reſtore f 
the Solemn League and Covenant. Theſe are f 
the Goodly Politicks of the Men, who are en- N 
deavouring to make you their Followers. The | 
End, they aim at, is the Deſtruction of all 0 
Proteſtants in the three Kingdoms, but their t 
own Party. For their Coyenant Uniformity ad- | | 
Mits of no Toleration of Diſſenters. 0 
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Ir appears by ſome late Accounts from Scor- { 
land, that there is a Schilm among the Seceders | 7, 


_ > themfelycs, and that one ſet of them has excom- is 
mupicated another, There is nothing wonder- L 


fu in this. For when Men ſet up on a wrong a2 
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1 Foundation in Religion, and mix Superſtition, |. h 
53 Perſecution, and idle, enthuſiaſtic Notions with di 
1 it, there are ſcarcely any Bounds, beyond which R 
=: they will not go. „„ 
= . ” « 1 's * 0 

1 Wu theſe things are impartially . C7 


ww ww ww *' 


| your own Paſtors by ſuch, I am perſuaded 


Nn 
11 


©: Cad. 
am pexſuaded you will not look upon this 


Letter as unſeaſonable. our [Miniſters are 
required by the Ad of Tolsration: to take the 
Oath af Abjuration ; and I firtaly believe nat aue 

ampng them hath a ſcruple againſt it. How 


fires 


Cm 


happy is your ſituation in aampariſen of that of 


your Forefutbers, who. lived in the cruel perſe - 


cuting Reigns of the Stuarts? There is now mo- 
thing to hurt or offend you. What a Bleſſing 


is that Liberty, which you enjoy? And what 


a horrid Exchange of Principles will you make, 


if you once think with the Seceders, that the 
Oath of Abjurat ion is a national Sin? Amidſt 
all your little Debates about Religion among 
your ſelves, you have been hitherto, with Re- 


ſpect to the Reigning Family, one united, undi- 


vided Body. V our greateſt Enemies have in vain at- 


tempted to aſperſe you with ſeditious, and facti- 


cus Principles, or Practices. And Iſincerely with, 


that in all Time to come, you may be equally un- 


blameable, n Friends to the Liberties of your 


Country, and to the Rights of your Fellow- ſubjects 
Guard againſt the vile, inhuman Principle of Pei- 
ſecution, which is one of the Marks of the An- 
tichriſt deſcribed in the Revelation, as Idolatry 
is the other. Never envy any Chriſtians their 


Liberty; but ever ſhew your ſelves the Friends 


and Defenders of it; Your Maſter declared, that 


G his Kingdom #5 not of this WH orld, and thereby 


diſclaimed all external Force in propagating his 
Religion in it, Beware of following Men of 


narrow, rigid, and uncharitable Principles. It 


is ſurprizing, that you would be drawn off from 
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7, | none of the Seceders from Scotland will inſtruct 
you better in Chriſtianity, than you are taught 
=... Nit by your own Miniſters. Ever ſhew by ſober, 
” - _ holy and exemplary Lives, that you are true 
Fra Chriſtians. Love Truth and Purity; Geodnelſs 
and Piety, and be no more Children, toſſed to and 


w tou bumble Servant, 
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fro, and carried about with every Wind of Dodtrine. 
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0 Advertiſement. 


F any candid Perſon ſhall make a Reply to 
any Part of this Letter, the Author of it 
promiſeth upon Conviction to retract what he 
cannot defend, or to give a clear and diſtin&&- 
Anſwer; but if any careleſs writer ſhall in the 
Spirit of Popery, relying merely on human Au- 
thority, animadyert upon any Part of it, he is 
determined to. take no Notice of ſuch a Writer; 
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